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THRILLS AND CHILLS OF A NEW YEAR 


A sparse crowd welcomes the new year in South Beach by watching the sun rise on Monday. So far, 2018 has also 
brought with it some sweater weather, although temperatures in South Florida won't drop into the single digits or 
bring the frigid cold that people have felt in the Northeast and Midwest in the past few weeks. Here, temperatures are 
expected to slide to the 40s, with highs in the 60s, starting Wednesday night. Story, 3A 


POLITICS 


GOP can’t stir up buzz for Ros-Lehtinen’s 
seat — and some say it’s unwinnable 


m Republicans can’t draw top-tier candidates to Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen’s Miami congressional seat amid concerns of a 


Democratic wave election in 2018. 


BY ALEX DAUGHERTY 
adaugherty@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

The GOP’s inability to find 
top-shelf candidates to run for 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen’s U.S. 
House seat has some Repub- 
licans ready to write off the race 
and shift money and attention to 
more winnable contests. 

The seat that encompasses 


Little Havana, most of down- 
town Miami and Miami Beach is 
now considered unwinnable by 
some Republicans in Congress 
and fundraisers who could in- 
fuse millions into a competitive 
congressional race, according to 
interviews with high-ranking 
GOP officials and potential 
donors. Others are slightly more 
hopeful but caution that a Re- 
publican path to victory is nar- 
row, especially in an environ- 


ment where Pres- 
ident Donald 
Trump’s approval 
} =^ | ratings remain 
low and Repub- 
licans brace for a 
potential Demo- 
cratic wave in 
2018. 

Keeping Ros-Lehtinen’s seat 
was always going to be a chal- 
lenge for Republicans after the 
longtime Miami congresswoman 
announced her retirement in 
May. Republicans couldn’t draw 
top-tier recruits, such as Florida 
Lt. Gov. Carlos Lopez-Cantera; 


Ros-Lehtinen 


one announced candidate made 
national news for claiming to 
have boarded a spaceship with 
aliens; fundraising has lagged; 
and one of the top GOP candi- 
dates recently left the race. 
“The seat is now going to go 
to the Democrats,” said Raquel 
Regalado, a former Miami-Dade 
school board member and can- 
didate for Miami-Dade mayor 
who recently announced she 
was dropping out of the Repub- 
lican race to replace Ros-Lehti- 
nen. “I think I was the only mod- 


SEE POLITICS, 4A 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


North Korean leader’s overture could 
drive a wedge between South Korea, U.S. 


m North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong-un, on Monday had called for 
urgent dialogue to discuss improving ties and easing military 
tensions on the divided Korean Peninsula, even as he claimed an 
ability to strike the mainland United States with nuclear missiles. 


BY CHOE SANG-HUN 
New York Times 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 
North Korea’s surprise call on 
Monday for direct talks with 
South Korea could drive a wedge 
into the decades-old alliance 
between Seoul and Washington, 
potentially creating a reprieve 


undercutting President Donald 
Trump’s tough approach to the 
nuclear-armed North. 

A New Year’s Day speech by 
Kim Jong-un, the North Korean 
leader, contained a dramatic shift 
in tone and policy regarding the 
South. After ignoring South Korea 
for years, Kim called for urgent 
dialogue to discuss improving ties 


VIDEO RELEASED BY KRT AP 


North Korea's state news agency released a photo that it said showed 


Cloudy, Gusty Showers 
$2 °/62° See 8B 
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CUBA 


Cuban 
scientists 
eye U.S. 
market 
for drugs, 
medicine 


mScientists at the Center for 
Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology say they have 
developed promising drugs, 
including one that could save the 
limbs of diabetics, but they face 
hurdles getting them into the U.S. 
market. 


BY MIMI WHITEFIELD 
mwhitefield@miamiherald.com 


HAVANA 

Cuba now exports vaccines, diag- 
nostic kits and drugs developed by 
its Center for Genetic Engineering 
and Biotechnology — the largest 
research center on the island — to 51 
countries. But except for a small 
shipment for a clinical trial, the 
United States isn’t one of them. 

Scientists at this sprawling re- 
search center in Havana’s Cubana- 
can section would like to change 
that. They see the United States as a 
natural market where diabetics and 
those suffering from various forms 
of cancer are losing out on treat- 
ments developed at the pioneering 
center that is known by its Spanish 
acronym as CIGB. 

For cash-strapped Cuba, the equa- 
tion is simple: The United States is 
not only close but has an enormous 
number of patients that could bene- 
fit from drugs and vaccines devel- 
oped against all odds at the island’s 
premier research center — and ex- 
porting those products to the U.S. 
market could generate revenue. 

“Sometimes I don’t 
fe” understand why our 
by countries aren’t tak- 

ing advantage of 


oe 
-< œ] sucha good opportu- 
e nity to work togeth- 
er,” said Manuel 


Rafael Raíces Pérez- 
Castañeda, a biol- 
ogist and business 
development director 
at the center. “We face similar prob- 
lems. Why not focus on the prob- 
lems we can solve together and not 
the differences?” 

Cuban researchers have been able 
to develop treatments that are show- 
ing potential around the world — 
and despite the embargo and the 
chill in U.S.-Cuba relations, they’re 
very interested in the U.S. market. 
The first clinical trial of a Cuban- 
developed vaccine for lung cancer is 
underway at the Roswell Park Can- 
cer Institute in Buffalo, N.Y. 


Pérez- 
Castañeda 


SEE BIOTECH, 2A 


© More insive 


A look at the Center for Genetic Engineering 


from months of tensions but also SEE KIM, 4A Kim Jong-un delivering a New Year's Day speech in Pyongyang. and Biotechnology in Cuba, 2A 
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F) SCANDESIGN 


ANNUAL 


12 
MONTHS 


GOING ON 


NOW! 


SALE ENDS SUNDAY, JANUARY 14 


HOLLYWOOD © 4150 N 28TH TER * 954.874.3888 
N MIAMI BEACH ¢ 3025 NE 163RD ST * 305.944.8080 
BOCA RATON *° 7750 N FEDERAL HWY * 561.990.2521 
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